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is, of Fat, nd of ring ht yer 8 
The Town Councils, no doubt, ittendeg te 4 
ſerve up a palatable diſh to the Members, by * 
pretending to ſeaſon their groundleſs affertions | 6 wh 
with ſome portion of truth; but the quan- 

tity of that ingredient in the compoſition is i 
ſo ſmall, that, on trial, the flavour of it can * 
ſcarcely be known. The Burgeſſes indeed can | Boa 
ſearcely believe that the Magiſtrates have u- © 
thoriſed either the matter or the indecent man- 
— po 


Although the abſtradt of Fats profeſſes to : 
be confined to the revenues, it indulges irſelf BD 


It is ſaid, in the fixſt place, * That the pte- 
4 tended Reformers, conſcious that it behoved 
<« them either to have Facts or the appearayice 
4 of Facts to go 6 
te for grievances.” | 


ot | * | grie vances 


* 
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- | 2 nceg which paſſed daily before their eyes; 

WE and hence they loudly complained of the ſelf 
A | election of their Councils, of the abuſes with 
n which it was attended, and the want of a pro- 
per mode of accounting. The Committee at 


Edinbutgh, in a circular letter, defired the 
Burgeſſes of each Borough to ſpecify accurately 
thoſe abuſes, in point of fat, which had pro- 


ceeded from the ſelf- election of the Councils, 


in order that their caſe might be fully and 


1 fairly laid before Parliament. 


F 
*% 


buks 5% 


This is what the Town Councils are pleaſed 


ds call the advertiſing for grievances ; and, con- 
| fidering how the Fact truly ſtands, it is believ- 
ed, that a more uncandid, or contemptible 


nich-of len never wes Pen this is 
done by the Town Councils, when they affert, 


"| that the Committee of Reform advertiſed for | 


* 


In the next place, the Town Councils al- 


ledge, that the Reformers, having deſpaired 
of obtaining 2 change in the parliamentary 


elections, varied their object, and demanded 
| A 2 an 


r 
( 4 ) - 
an alteration in the elections 46 * 1 


This is another Fw — 
The ſelf dle eros of the Common Counells was 4 | 
the chief ground of complaint with the Bur. 
geſſes from the very beginning. It is true they IF 
had it once in view to obtain a referm alſo of 
the parliamentary elections; ſo that they had 
both objects under confideration; and they 
accordingly prepared, at one and the ſame 
time, a Bill on the ſubject of each. This af. 
fords demonſtration, that, in their opinion, 
2 Reform in the internal government, did 
not, as is pretended by the Town Councils, 
neceſſarily operate a Reform likewiſe in the 
parliamentary elections; otherwiſe they would 
never have framed two Bills for theſe two ob- 
jects; ſince, if they were eſſentially the ſame, 
one Bill would have been fully ſufficient for all. 
The Burgeſſes, however, were convinced that 
the two objects were different; but there never 
was a period, from the very commencement of 
Reform, when the defects in the internal go- 


vernment 


ent 


1 


vernment did not engage moſt the attention of 


When the motion for a Parliamentary Re- 
form in England was defeated, the Burgeſſes 
laid afide every idea of aſking a Reform in the 
Parliamentary Elections of the Boroughs of 
Scotland ; for they could ſcarcely hope to ob- 
tain what was denied in England, though they 
are certainly in a much worſe fituation ; but 
they ſaw no reaſon why they ſhould not perſe- 
vere in their intention of correcting the groſs 


defects in their internal government; an inten- 
tion effentially different in its object from that 
of obtaining a Parliamentary Reform. 


The Town Councils, in the third place, 
would fain aſcribe the preſent Reform to the 


| When the Town Councils mean to invent 
and propagate tales for the ear of the Legiſla- 
ture, they ſhould at leaſt give them the ap- 
pearance of credibility. To be convinced of 
the Falſehood of what is here afferted, it is 

only 


„ b 
nly neceffary for any man of common ſenſe to 


look at the very cauſe to which Reform is af- Xx 


cribed, and the effects which have followed. 


The caſe, according to the Town Councils, 
ſtands thus: Certain ſpeculators have told 
the Burgeſſes of Scotland, what they never 
knew, that the governments of the Boroughs 
were egregiouſly defective, and that groſs abu- 
ſes, in relation to the police, property, and re- 
venues, had from thence proceeded. In an in- 
fant, near ten thouſand actual trading Bur- 
geſſes, from every corner of the country, have 
aſſociated together; have cftabliſhed Commit- 
tees of Correſpondence ; have appointed Con- 
ventions of Delegates to meet in the capital of 
Scotland. Theſe conventions, during a courſe 
of four years, have, with the greateſt labour and 
attent on, prepared a ſolemn application to Par- 
liament, on ſubjects which they avow to be of 
the deepeſt importance; and bave, year after 
year, ſent Delegates to London, in order to 
proſecute this application in Parliament. And 
for what end has all this been done by the Bur- 
geſſes? Why, according to the Town Coun- 


„  Cils, for no other purpoſe than to obtain redreſs 


* 


* 
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of grievances, which only exiſt ia the idle ſpe- 
culations of a few individuals, but which the 
Zurgeſſes themſelves never before heard of; 
which they have never felt, and of which they 
are, in every reſpect, entirely ignorant: When 
giving credit to tales ſo monſtrous as this, they 
may then indeed hope for ſucceſs in — 
5 pofition to Reform. 


The Burgeſics of Scotland beg leave to-affure 
the Public and the Legiſlature, that if they did 
not know thoroughly, and feel ſenſibly, the 
grievances of which they complain, the preſent 
application to Parliament never would. have 
been heard of. They would have treated the 
ject, with the ſame contempt with which they 
| muſt neceffarily behold that violent attachment 
to an abſurd and unconſtitutional ſyſtem, which 
is diſplayed by the Magiſtracy and Councils, 
and that uncandid manner in which they chuſe 
| fo condutt their oppoſition to # reaſonable mad 


— 


(8) 


juſt reſtoration 1d eee ofthe rights of 


—yB— 


Much has been aſcribed ts. certain poblice- 
tions, in exciting and continuing a ſpirit of 
Reform but if writings were neccffary for that 
purpoſe, it may be ſafely affirmed, that none 
| publications which have appeared on the part 


of the Town Councils—Falſchood, mifrepre- .. 


ſentation, and that degree of arrogance which 


the reſpectable Burgeſſes of almoſt every town 


in Scotland, by the opprobrious name of . in- 
fignificant clubs,” are very ill adapted to ſooth 
the tempers of men, already irritated by groſs 
who compoſe the Town Councils, who ſtand 


- themſelves, in defence of flavery, to treat the 
great and reſpeftable body of Burgeſſes with 


fuch contemptible appellations ? If, therefore, 
any perſon ſhould think it neceſſary to uſe per- 
fuafion wich the Burgefſes of Scotland, in order 


to 


3 _ 
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* bee them to perſevere in their preſent 
* he certainly could not accompliſh his 
object in a more effectual manner, than by of- 
fering the Town Councils a premium for diſtri- 
buting extenfively their own publications among 
the Burgeſſes. Such a meaſure, however, is 
by no means neceffary. Reform is the effect 
of a long experience of oppreſſion. It will, 
of courſe, be 2 to with inflexible per- 
* | 


if the Town Councils, inſtead of ſearching 
for viſionary cauſes of Reform, would wiſh 
to diſcover its true origin, they will find it 
in the ſelf· election of their own bodies, and 
in the groſs abuſes naturally incident ta 
that ſpecies of power. Theſe, in their pro- 
greſs, having reached the paint beyond which 
they were no longer to be tolerated, Reform 
was the natural and neceſſary conſequence. 
The meaſure was no ſooner mentioned, than 
it was embraced with cordiality. As the ſame 
feelings of oppreſſion every where exifted, ſa 
the idea of Reform, like an electric ſhock, 


= ſeized, 


ſeized, as it were, in an inſtant a vaſt majority'd, 
the whole Burgeſſes of Scotland, from one * 
of the country to the other. ö 


This is the veal origin of Referm ; which o 
art can diſguiſe, and no duplicity or ſelf-intereſt , 
can conceal from the Fnowledge of the Legit *Þ 
e or of the Public. "I 


Having offered theſe general remarks, the 
Delegates ſhall very ſhortly advert to the parti · 
cular articles contained in the Abſtract af Fas, 
et cetera, ce 


I. Convention of Boroughs. 

In the Abſtract of Fea, it is made a ſubject 
of complaint, that the Reformexs treat this re- 
ſpeQable body, this venerable remain of the 
ancient Conſtitution, with the indecency of 
diſreſpectful epithets. Hitherto, the Reformers 
have only ſaid, that the Convention is compoſed 
of Delegates from the Town Councils; and 
notwithſtanding all the provocation which illi- 
perality and abuſe could produce, they have 
never given the Convegtion any other epithet 
A 


1 Tn 1 
br appellation. Their object is to obtain a na- 
tional benefit from the juſtice of Parliament, 

} and not to indulge in aſperity of language 
J againſt any individuals, or bodies of men: but 
the ſpirit and matter of the preſent publication, 
on the part of the Mapiſtrates, in its want of 
manners, truth, and candor, is fo extraordi- 
nary, that ir is extremely difficult to animad- 
vert on it, without occafional flaſhes of a juſt 


and excuſable reſentment; 

| The Town Councils repreſent this Body of 

| Convention as a very uſeful inſtitution; and as 

| a regular ſyſtem of police, with regard to the 
| revenues and objects of trade. | 
re- The Delegates, without entering into any 
he diſquiſition on that ſubject, ſhall mention, with 
of fegard to it; the opinion of Sir James Hunter 
rs Blair; late Preſes of Convention; who fignified 
ed a ſtrong defire to aboliſh that body; as an in- 
nd = fitution entirely uſeleſs, at leaſt not worth the 
li. expence of the annual dinners given them by 
ve the town of Edinburgh. In a paper publiſhed 
et by bim, and circulated in Edinburgh, he, 
N 


0 aaſter 
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after mentioning the annual expence incurred 
by the City of Edinburgh, in entertaining . 


the Convention at their meetings, ſaid, that 
this expence *©* muſt continue until the Con- 
« yention is aboliſhed; and, I confeſs, (ſays 
© he) I think the whole charge of the Royal 


cc Boroughs Convention, is much greater than 
Theſe are 


&« any benefit derived from it.” 
the very words of Sir James Hunter Blair, who 
was Preſes of Convention in the year 1784, 


which are ſubmitted without commentary. 


To prove the utility of Convention, how- 
ever, the Town Councils have annexed an ac- 


count of aids and contributicns to Boroughs, 
and of monies expended by the general Con- 
vention in relation to general trade and national 


improvement, for one hundred years back; and 


no doubt, to an unwary reader, this account, 


amounting to 355,081. would preſent an object 
of great magnitude ; but it muſt be remark- 
ed that this ſum is Scotch money, and that 
the total amount of the account in ſterling, 
is no more than about 29,cool. of which 
ſum, 72001, ſterling was paid in ſalaries to a 
clerk 


* 13) 
cerk or Sg ſo that there only remains 
about 20,000]. ſterling, which Convention have 


3 "beſtowed in aids and contributicns to Boroughs, 


and in matters of general trade and national im- 
provement throughout the whole country of 
Scotland, during a whole century! 


This account, therefore, ſeems to eftabliſh 
| the very reverſe of the object intended by it; 
Inſtead of ſhewing the great importance of Cc..- 
vention, it proves the infignificance of that 
body, how little it has done, and how little it 
is capable of doing, under the preſent wretched 
ſyſtem of Borough government. 


If the Convention of Boroughs, that languid 
and lifeleſs body, were capable of exerting, 
Vith regard to trade and manufacture, thoſe 
active and extenſive powers of which it boaſts, 
| juſt with as much truth as Falſtaff continually 
| boaſted of his courage, what, pray, was the 


uſe of thoſe inſtitutions which have lately ſprung 


up with ſo much energy and ſpirit in Scotland, 
under the name of Chambers of Commerce ?— 
Theſe are glaring proots of the univerſal ſenſe 
| l of 


( 14 ) A 
of the country, with regard to the Convention | 


and of how little confidence is repoſed in it, 
in relation to the intereſt of trade. 


But the Town Councils at preſent have n 2 


good reaſon for holding out as they do the $ | 
great importance of Convention. They with ot 


to have it underſtood, that in this body the 
matter of the public revenues of the Boroughs. 


has for a century paſt been reduced to a 
regular ſyſtem. 


It is really aſtoniſhing that this idea of the ju- 
riſdiction of Convention, to call Magiſtrates to 
accompt, ſhould be ſo often repeated, when it 
is ſo univerſally known to be perfectly ground- 
leſs. The Burgeſſes do confidently affirm, . 
that there is not a veſtige of ſuch juriſdic- 
tion in the Convention, and that it never was 
exerciſed by them. In this the Burgeſſes are 
ſupported by the unanimous opinion of the 
Barons of Exchequer in Scotland *. 


See alſo the Appendix to the Illuſtration of the prin- 
ciples of the Bill, where the Hiſtory and Juriſdiction of 
6 1 
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It is true the Convention interpoſed ſomey 
times by way of mediation to compoſe differ- 
ences between Burgefſes and Magiſtrates with 
regard to the revenues. The Burgefles may men. 
tion a curious example of the kind of juriſdic- 


tion, which the Convention was in uſe to exer- 
ciſe on ſuch occaſions ; as appears from their 


own books. 


Some conſiderable time ago a few of the 


Burgeſſes of Jedburgh complained of a miſ- 


2 O@ OG 


application of the revenues, by the Magiſtrates. 
The Convention, as uſual, attem pted to mediate 
between the parties, and the healing overture 
they propoſed, (for they never pretended to 


| exerciſe a judicial power, or compulſory juriſ- 


diction) was, that the Burgeſſes, who com- 
plained of the miſapplication of the public 
money, ſhould be brought into the Town Council, 
which it was conceived would make them good 


and quiet citizens. This is the moderate and 


gentle remedy of every abuſe. This is the 
eaſy and eligible mode of accounting, for which 


the practice of Convention affords precedent 


and example. If any Burgeſs, ſays the Con- | 
| vention 


never diſcover any ill-temper or factious ſpirit, _ 


Council. 


* 
9 ** * 
\ 


19 
vention to the Town Council of Jedburgh, hy 
penetrating eyes to ſee abuſes, and ſpirit * 


mention them, let him be taken into the Town 


Council, and he will ſoon alter his opinion. He 
will loſe his eyes and his ſenſe of abuſe, and he 
will give you no manner of diſturbance. He * 
will become a ſweet blooded, good-natured 


fellow, ſuch as you yourſelves are, and will 


unleſs you offer to turn him out of the Tou 


It is the body that pronounced this medi 
atory decifion, and never had any other power, 
as to the accompting, who, according to the 
Avflirat# of Facts, c., has reduced the matter 


of the Revenues to a regular ſyitem ! The De- are 


legates, inſtead of farther proſecuting this ſub- | gr: 
ject, beg leave to refer the Members to the 
opinions of the Lord Chief Baron and Sir in 
John Dalrymple, Baron of the Court of Ex- nit 
chequer in Scotland, which, as far as concerns 


the juriſdiction of Convention, arc annexed in 


an Appendix to this paper. 5 
II. Min- 


WL. Manner of Accompting. 


dently perplexed. They ſearch every where 
for a juriſdiction of accompts, but can find it 


no where. In the Court of Exchequer there i 
none; In the Court of Seſſion there is none. 


U { diculats. The Town Councils, therefore, ſay, 
that the Lord Advocate, for His Majeſty's inte- 
| reſt, may ſue an action of accompting againſt 


„ | Magiſtrates; but ſuch action never was be- 
N I fore beard of in the law of Scotland, 

1 | 4 

r The Councils, fenfible that this is the caſe, 


gare diſpoſed to contend, that the King may 
3 grant a commiſſion for a general inquiſition into 
e | the affairs of Boroughs, and may then correct, 
#128 Council, every error or wrong in the admi- 
be niſtration of the Revenues, 7 Ve 


Should this idea be adopted, the Burgeſſes © of 
Kirkwall, Inverneſs, Aberdeen, and others, muſt 
come every year to attend the Privy Council at 


6 London, 


? B= On this ſubject the Town Councils are evi- 


Tbe juriſdiction of Convention is altogether ri- 


( 18 )* Ba. 
London, in order to ſettle the aceompts. cad 
thing be more ridiculous than this idle c PFs 
of making the Burgeſſes of Scotland to t 4 In 
annually to London in order to ſettle a x3) 
with the Magiſtrates i in the Privy Cement; or | 
do they mean to ſay, that this ſort of peregri> + effe 
nation is not to be undertaken annually, but * 
that the Burgeſſes ſhould have patience until a  ** 
quantity of abuſe and malverſation has deen Bu 
collected, the clearing away of which may be mo 


worth the labour and e of a Landes ſub 
younney ? A. 


The Town Councils, on this ſubject, as if 
they were perfectly conſcious that there is no | 
exiſting juriſdiction of accounts, conclude by £0 
declaring, that they will have no objection to 19 
its being enacted by a new law, that an action th 
of accompting ſhall be competent at the in- ei 
ſtance of His Majeſty's Advocate againſt Ma- | 
giſprates, on the information of private Bur- " 
geſſes, providing that the private Burgeſſes, on | 4 
whoſe relation the Lord Advocate may pro- | » 
ed, ſhall be liable in coſts, in the event of y 


their 


1 
Eten“ found to be in the wrong, beſides 
the expence of the action. 


This is 2 very generous conceffion; In its 
effects it would turn out to be extremely harm- 
ba! bels to the Magiſtrates. They would have few 
it a. „ons to fear from the relation of private 
een Burgeſſes, liable to be fought with the public 
tbe money, in the hands of the Magiſtrates, and 
1 | ſubje& to the hazard of having coſts awarded 
I againſt them. 


In mort, it is uttetly impoſſible that there 


| 
ol ever can be a proper or efficient mode of ac- 
by counting, unleſs there is eſtabliſhed, in every 
to | Town, a domeſtic juriſdiction, where redreſs, in 
on the firſt inſtance, at leaſt, can be had with fa- 
in. | - Cility, and at a ſmall expence. The Burgeſſes 
la- | here ſpeak from the experience of more than 
3 two centuries ; for although, by the act 1535, 
on | the juriſdiction of the accounts of Boroughs 
8 was certainly veſted in the Court of Exchequer, 
of yet, owing to the great expence of ſuing in 
** | that Court, and the very great diſtance of moſt 
| of the Boroughs, and other cauſes, tbat juriſ- 
5 C2 dition 


(--- 


didtion never was regularly reſorted EY : MA. 


which account the Barons of Exchequer hav 3k 
lately found, that, by the law of Scotland, til 
Act of 1535 is in diſuſe. 


HI. Alienations of the Public Property, — 4 


| tions of Debts, and Jobbing the Public Mor xs. = ; 


* 8 


And firſt, with regard to the alienations of Fe 
the public property's and jobbing the public 
works. 


Of theſe abuſes, ſeveral examples, out of a 

great number which might be given, were ſpe- 
cified in the late Reſolutions of the London 
Committee, and the authority from which the 


facts have been taken, were expreſsly ap- 


pealed to. 


Some of theſe examples the Town Councils 
ſeem to deny ; others they only endeavour to 
palliate. The Delegates, who have had no op- 
N of en with the Boroughs 

ſince 


a 
* 
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You the preſent publication for the Town 


Councils appeared, muſt take the liberty of 


EF Sgioe, that they have at preſent the utmoſt 


confidence in the truth of what has been ad- 


? iced by the Committees in the different Bo- 
roughs, who certainly will be able, 1 in proper 


time, to ſupport their affertions by evidence. 
One thing the Delegates know with certainty, 
which is, that the hiſtorical accounts, now in 
the hands of Mr. Wilſon, their ſolicitor, and 


from which the facts ſtated in the Reſolutions 
have bcen taken, were printed and circulated 
among the Boroughs more than a twelvemonth 


ago, ſo that if they contained any errors, theſe 
might long ere now have been pointed out by 
the Magiſtrates and Councils. If the Town 


Councils obtained no copies, it was their own 
fault. The printing and publication were 
matters of public notoriety ; and it is wonder- 


ful that the Town Councils fl 2uld be ignorant 


of grievances, or hiſtorical accounts, which, 


they ſay, were advertiſed for? 


In the next place, with regard to contrac- 
tion of debt by the Town Councils, it was 4 
. fact 


( 22 ) 


fact of ſo much publicity, that nobody vel " 
conceived it could have been denied. Hence * ö 
it was that the Burgeſſes thought it quite unne- Y-- 


ceſfary to give inſtances of a malverſation, of 


which almoſt every town in Scotland can fur- 7 1 | 
niſh an example. Indeed the Town Councils * 4 | 


have not ventured explicitly to deny this im- b. 
portant fact; they have only done it cunnitigly | 


and obliquely, by faying, that the Burgeſſes 
have not ſpecified any inſtances, 


On the whole, there fall to be ranked un- 
der this head two important circumſtances, 


to which the Burgeſſes requeſt the attention) 


of the Legiſlature, and which the Town Coun- 
cils cannot and dare not deny. The 67. is; 
that a very great part of the public property 
of many of the Boroughs, and the whole of the 
property of ſome of them, is aftually gone. 
And the ſecond is, that the Boroughs of Scot- 
land, are at the fame time overloaded with debt. 


Theſe are features of mal-adminiſtration too 


ſtrong and too ftriking to be miſtaken. If the 


Town Councils ſhall be bold enough to deny 


_ thoſe capital facts, the Delegates are autho- 


rized 


On 233 ) 

0 to 9 in the moſt direct and explicit 
ner, that the Burgeſſes will ſubſtantiate the 
f b by evidence in Parliament. 


F The Town Councils infinuate, that beeauſe 
© 200,000 pounds per annum ſtill remains with 


4 5 *the Boroughs, nothing cauld have been given 
away. This inference by no means follows: 
+ the Burghers poſitively affirm that a great part 


of the public property has been alienated, which 
they offer to ſubſtantiate, The only juſt con- 
clufion therefore is, that anciently the public 
property muſt have been infinitely greater than 

at preſent *, 


The Town Councils aſk, what individuals are 
meant to be criminated ? The Burgefles an- 
ſwer, that they enter not into that paltry con- 
fideration. Their object being to ſecure what 
remains of the public property, and to pro- 
cure a beneficial, internal police, is ſuperior to 
the crimination of a few individuals, who 
either have been, or are now, in the Councils, 
* If the Town Councils /erioyſh entertain doubts on this 
ſubject, let them look into the books of their own Conven- 
tion, in which they wel ns „„ 


public property. 


and 


ne 


and who could not make any adequate r 
pence to the Boroughs, even if their guilt c er 
clearly eſtabliſhed. 9 


* Hl A 
The Town Councils farther aſk, what 1 
rity the Preſident of Convention, in his letter 
to Mr. Pitt, had for ſay ing, that the pole? 
was neglected, and debts cs? 


The anſwer, as to one branch of this i inquiry, 1 9 


"I'M 


is, that if the Magiſtrates will open their eyes VP 


Ra. 7, 
of © Me 


and look at the very appearance of the Tow os er 
in which they live, and other circumſtances, | 

they will be overpowered with a conviction of m 
the neglects of Police; and with reſpect to the 1 


contractions of debt, let them read the evi- 
dence before their eyes, which is diſtinctly 


ſtated in the late reſolutions of the T.ondon nt 
Committee, and particularly the terms of the | C 
Act of Parliament 1693, which ſays, in exprefs 1 
words, ** That the public goods and revenues p 
& have, through the mal-adminiſtration of Ma- fl 
ce giftrates, fallen into great debts and burdens.” p 
It were to be wiſhed, that the Town Councils | _ 


could give authority equally good for their dif- 
ferent bold and confident averrments. The 


Burgeſſes 


— <h 


"I, 


EF us ) 


Rirgefles would only beg leave to aſk them one 
5 queſtion ; ; whether the Borough debts have di- 


miniſhed fince 1693? For it is undeniable they 
e then in great diſtreſs, through mal-admini- 


ration of Magiſtrates. 


| 1 . IV. Impoſition of Taxes without the Authority of 


Parliament. 


Of the exerciſe of this unconſtitutional pow- 
er, by the Town Councils of Scotland, the 
Committee might have given many examples: 
they have, however, confined themſelves to 
two only; one in Glaſgow, and another in 
Aberdeen. For evidence of the Fact, they 
have, in the moſt direct and explicit man- 
ner, appealed to the public Acts of the 
Councils of theſe different Boroughs. An at- 
tem pt is now made, in the Abſtraf of Facts, to 


palliate theſe unjuſtifiable violations of the Con- 


ſtitution ; and the Delegates ſhall confider ſe- 
parately what has been ſaid with regard to each 


© Borough. 


And firſt, as to Glaſgow, 
D The 


( 26 ) 


The ſpecific article ſtated in the refoluth 


of the Committee 18, that the Magiſtrates w 
Glaſgow have, by their own authority, actually 


impoſed a tax on the inhabitants; being 2 tax 
on all potatoes brought into the Town. The 


fact of the impoſition of this tax, neither is, 
nor can be denied. A very improper attempt 
to miſlead is, however, made, by confounding 
the tax complained of with the land tax, which 1 


is widely different: this is a contemptible eva- 
fion. The ſpecific charge made againſt the 


Council of Glaſgow was, that they impoſed a 


tax, without the authority of Parliament; but 
the Burgeſſes could not mean that the land tax 
was levied without that authority: they meant, 
and ſpecified, a tax of a different kind; and 
the matter was ſo very diſtinctly ſtated in the 
reſolutions of the Committee, that it could not 
poſhbly be liable to any miſtake : yet, the only 
anſwer made by the Common Councils is, 
That every circumſtance relating to the 
&« collection of land tax in Glaſgow, has been 
« exem ned and finally ſettled by the Supreme 
& Civil Courts of Scotland.” 
tion nas this aniwer with the charge made ?— 


. Nene 


— What connec- 


4 


a6 
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in the world. The charge relates to one 


| ** | 
ſpetcies of tax, and the anſwer concerns a ſpe- 
bees entirely different, which was not within 


the very meaning of the charge. This is a pal- 
S.*. 
try and inexcufable manner of evading to an- 


ſwer clearly what cannot admit of defence, and 


hat cannot be properly avowed in the face of 
| a Britiſh Houſe of Commons. 


It is ſaid, under this head, that if any per- 
ſon finds himſelf hurt by an impoſition of taxes 


by the Councils, he may apply for legal re- 


| dreſs. This is to inſult the feelings of the in- 
digent, and the underſtanding of the wealthy 


| and intelligent. Muſt every perſon from whom 


a halfpenny or a penny is exacted ſue out a ſe- 


parate action of repetition for every ſuch penny 


or halfpenny daily or hourly exacted in the 


| importation and fale of his commodities, or 


muſt he wait patiently till the end of every 
year, or two years, and then bring his actin, 
when a ſum worth ſueing for may have been 
extorted from him? Such are the inexplicable 


abſurdities into which men will always run 


who are driven by narrow principles, or inte- 


D 2 reſted 


( 28 ) 
_ reſted motives, to defend poſitions * 
tenable or ad unconſtitutional. ao 


3 1 
With rad to the illegal exactions of Cargs 


money, in name of Ceſs, or Land- tax, they are 


a diſtinct article, as are alſo the dues of a 1 


Burgefles. . 


So ſtands the Fact with regard to Glaſgow ; 
what is ſaid about Aberdeen falls next to 2 
confidered. 


4% 


The taxes here impoſed by the Magiſtrates, 
as well as the manner of impoſing them, are 
accurately deſcribed in the reſolutions of Com- | 
mittee, 


The facts are inconteſtable, and the Town 1 


Councils, bold as they are in their averments, 
have not ventured to contradict them. All 
they ſay is, that the richeſt Citizen of Aber- 
deen pays not above ſeventeen ſhillings per 
annum of Burgher taxes, that is, of taxes im- 
poſed by the authority of the Magiſtrates. 
Here the Magiſtrates are forced to admit that 

| they 


of * F 


4 29.) 


2 they exerciſe an illegal and unconſtitutionat 


* 


power of impoſing taxes. They only defend 
themſelves by ſaying that the quantum of the 
tax is ſmall. The avowal and defence of ſuch 


2 doctrine was ſcarcely to be expected. That 


illegal power, the exerciſe of which contri- 
buted to the ruin of a Royal family, is at 


this day claimed and defended by the Magiſ- 


trates of Aberdeen, and threatened to be en- 


Forced by quartering of Soldiers in the houſes of 


the inhabitants. * 


It is needleſs to fay that if the principle of 
impoſing taxes is once eſtabliſhed in that body, 


they may ſoon make the quantum what they 


pleaſe. There can, however, be no doubt that 


both the principle and the practice will be re- 


probated with indignation by the Repreſenta- 
tives of the people in Parliament, whoſe duty 
and inclination it always has been to defend 
the rights of the people, and more particularly 


to protect them from illegal exactions of mo- 
ney under any pretence whatever. 


* See the arafment from the Magiſtrates of Aber- 
deen in the Journal of the 2oth of May, 1788. 
IG It 
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It is ſaid, that whatever may be in theſe _ 


enormities, the Burgeſſes propoſe no remedỹ 


different from the common law. 


It is anſwered, that if the elections of the 
Common Councils were in the Burgeſſes, they 
would have a pretty good ſecurity againſt ſuch 
acts of oppreſſion in time coming ; but ſhould 
this be attended with any doubt, it would cer- 


tainly be proper to make proviſion againſt it, 


by an enactment in the propoſed bill, 


V. Illegal exations in name of Cejs. 


To what is faid on this ſubject in the reſolu- 


tion of Committee, the Town Councils have 


| 

| 
made no anſwer, except as to the article alone | 
which reſpects Aberdeen, Where above 10001. | 
more than was due by law, was exacted in 
name of Cets, during the courſe only of fix | | 


years, berides about 40,0001. levied m the | 


ſamne manner in former times. 


2 


See the accompt in the Appendix, No. II. 
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| 
| 
| 


< 
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| 
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| 
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In anſwer to that article of illegal exaction in 
"A f 2 Aberdeen, the Town Councils have ſaid that it 
8 das already been a ſubject of a ſpecial action at 
the ſuit of certain of the Reformers at Aberdeen, 
before the Court of Seſſion in Scotland, “and 


&« that after a full and dcliberate hearing, and 


& evidence on both fides, the action was diſmiſ- 


ce fed as groundleſs.” But the Delegates are au- 


thoriſed by the Burgeſſes of Aberdeen to ſay that 
the tale here told by the Town Councils, is a mere 


Action. There never was any action, hearivg, 


evidence, or determination in the Court of Seſ- 


fion, relative to the illegal exactions in name 


Ceſs, at Aberdeen; and they believe the Ma- 
giſtrates, in their uſual way of confounding 


one thing with another, have reared this fic- 


tion about the Ceſs, on the foundation of what 


happened with reſpect to the ducs of entering 
Burgeſſes, in which the Reformers had no 


manner of concern. 


It is true that with regard to this laſt-men- Entry Money 
of Burgeſſes. 


tioned article, there was a deciſion in the Court 
of Seſſion, which has been fairly mentioncd in 
the reſolutions of Commuttee. 

The 


% 2 


„ k 
The Court of Scion found that the Magn 
trates and Council had a right to raiſe the entry 


money of Burgeſſes without any limitation 3 a 
how far that decifion was right or wrong, ® 
not now the queſtion, and never was meant to 
be made a queſtion in this place; but the Burgef- 
ſes cannot help thinking that ſuch an arbitrary 5 

and diſcretionary power in a ſet of men who are 
elf. elected, of raifing, ad libitum, the entry 


money of Burgeſſes, is an evident engine of op- 


a 
preſſion in their hands, and may be uſed to the 2 
worſt of purpoſes i in every Borough of Scotland. i 
If the legal right of raifing the entry money of 1 
Burgeſſes at diſcretion is ſuppoſed to be clearly , 
eſtabliſhed, the caſe in the opinion of the Bur- _ 
geſſes is ſo much the worſe, and affords a very 1 
ſtrong reaſon for the inter poſition of Parliament, t 
to put an end to the ſelf- election of the Coun- 
cils, whereby the people may have ſome ſecurity 1 
againſt the abuſe of a diſcretionary power, which 1 
otherwiſe the caprice or partiality of men, ſelf- 
elected, and totally independent of the citizens, o 
may employ for purpoſes illiberal, impolitic, 3 


and injurious to the intereſt of trade and manu- 


facture, 


- ( 33 ) 
2 which | in fact they have already 2 
ie Borough of Aberdeen. 


u 


he Town Councils are very copious on the 
i of the battery they built, but of which 
they. made no uſe when the property of the ſub- 
vas in the moſt imminent danger. This is 
a matter of public notoriety, but on that ſubject 
the Delegates ſhall be extremely ſhort. The 
affair of the battery was only ſtated as an ex- 
| ample of thoſe diſcretionary ſtretches of power 
in which the Magiſtrates chuſe to indulge them- | 
ſelves, and the fact is clear beyond diſpute. 
The Magiſtrates are forced to admit that they 
were bound by the Act of Parliament to. apply 


the money for improving the harbour; and 
that they have, de facto, applied it in building 
a battery, which is all that the Burgeſſes had 
ſtated, and which affords ſtrong proof of that 
latitude of interpretation, even of the expreſs 
words of an act of Parli: ment, to which Ma- 


giſtrates have recourſe, i 1 order to c tre parti- 
cular pur poſes. 


E. The 


(3) d 
The only defence they ſet up is, chat 2 
tery is a neceſſary appendage of a harbour. he 
is ſubmitted without any commentary. k 
Magiftracy, it would appear, are as ſubtle hk. 
argument, as they are arbitrary in determin 


tion. 11 


VI. Ia Exemptions from the Duty of Quar- 
tering Soldiers. 


* 


On this ſubject, the Magiſtrates have choſen 
to obſerye a profound filence. 
VII. Magiſtrates and | Counſellors of Scotch Bo- 

roughs refident in remote parts, in England, 

Newfo undland, and Hindaſt an. 


On the ſubject of this glaring abuſe, the 
Magiſtrates have choſen to obſerve a profound 


' CONCLUSION. 


The Delegates have thus examined, and 
they hope, ſhort as the time was, they have 
ſufficiently refuted every thing in the Abſtract 

of 


” (38) 


*» 2 


. coy” Fafts, et cetera. The Town Councils, it 


— 


For 1d appear, chuſe to fight in ambuſh. They: 
— their Weapon s as long as they can, ahd 
WOT drag them out from under cover, at a time 
* hen they imagine the enemy is unguarded, and 
-mable to defend. The Arad of Facts ac- 
ordingly did not make its appearance till the 


very day on which the queſtion was to have 
been agitated in the Houſe of Commons; but 
an accidental circumſtance has occaſioned its be- 
ing poſtponed, and has afforded to the Burgeſſes 
an opportunity of repelling the intended blow. 
In future, they truſt, that the Town Councils 
will lay aſide the ſtiletto, and if they mean to 
perſevere in their hoſtilities, will carry on the 
manly and open warfare of Britiſh ſubjects. 


| There are two circumſtances in the queſtion 

under confideration, which, in point of fact, 
cannot be controverted, and which, in point of 
importance, demand the utmoſt attention of 
the Legiſlature. | 


"I * 
by & 
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ha 
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* 
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The one is the want of a Judicature E. 8 
compts - the other, and more important, 1 tha 
ſelf. election of the Town Councils, wich Se — 
numberleſs train of evils naturally and neceſſa- : 
rily incident to that ſpecies of petty tyranny aff 


unconſtitutional power. Beſides the groſs abuſe; | 


enumerated in the Reſolutions of Committe. 
the ſelf. election of Councils is attended with a 
multitude of evils, felt by the Burgeſſes, too 
vexatious to be borne, and too many as well 
as too minute for deſcription. It is, indeed, 
impoſſible to give a juſt or full picture 

of the various ways in which the inſolence, the 
caprice, the malevolence, or intereſted motives 
of ſelf· created and independent adminiſtrators 
may diſcover themſelves towards the Citizens. 
It is ſufficient at preſent to ſay, that the op- 
preſſion of their conduct, in various ways, is 
univerſally felt, and loudly complained of; and 
the Burgeſſes now earneſtly implore the inter- 
| Poſition of the wiſdom and juſtice of Parliament 

to afford them effectual redreſs. 


The 


8 — ſhall only farther take notice 
© 2D 5 2 obſervation made by the Town Councils 
— io * Abſtraet of Fafs, et cetera. 


| | Here it is aid, that the Reformers hold prin- 
Mies hoſtile to the conſtitution of their coun- 
try. This is a bold affertion, without authority 
or evidence; but it is not more bold than i it 13 


| | falſe and calumnious. 


The Reformers feel themſelves attached in 
the warmeſt manner to the conſtitution of their 
country, and the family of their Sovereign; 
Nor could the Town Councils have ventured to 
aſſert the contrary, unleſs they had widely miſ- 
taken the very nature of the Conſtitution. Find- 
ing themſelves the maſters of petty tyrannies, 
they have meaſured the conftitution of this 
country by the ſame rule; and therefore they 
naturally imagine that thoſe who claim any 
degree of freedom, are hoſtile to the Conſtitu- 
tion. But the real ſtate of the caſe is preciſely 
this: The Town Councils ſtrenuouſly, even 
violently, co contend for the preſervation. of a ſer 


i of 


( 35 YM 
of little, contemptible, though op] . ng oe 
nies, in the very heart of a country which Jy « "i 
boaſts of its enlightened Legiſlature, ang 1 *. 
exalted freedom. The Burgeſſes of 8 3 
on the other hand, with great med, 7 
contend for the deſtruction of thoſe infigniigniie? 
deſpotiſms,whichequally i injure and diſgrace the 
country, and for the introduction of a proper F 
degree of conſtitutional freedom in the inter- 


nal government of the Royal Boroughs. It 2 


"FF 


ad 
* 
** TT 


is then left with the candor and impartiality ' 
of the Public, and of the Legiſlature, to de- 
termine which of the two contending parties 
in this queſtion maintain principles hoſtile to 
the conſtitution of their country, whether it 
is the friends of freedom, or the abettors of 
flavery ? 


: 

1 Na. I, 
It | 1 
ty Nates of the Opinions of the Lord Chief Baron, and 
e- Sir Jobn Dalrymple, Baron of His Majeſty's Court 
es of Exchequer in Scotland, with regard to the Juriſ- 
to | diftion of the Convention of Boroughs. Theſe Opi- 
it nions were delivered in the Queſtion agitated before the 
of Barons, between the Burgeſſes of Dumbarton and be 


Mag iſtrates, with Reſpect to the accompting. 
LORD CHIEF BARON. 


> Tor queſtion ſubmitted to the „ of 
« the Court, is, whether the Act 1535 is a ſubſiſting 
“e law, and binding upon this Court of Exchequer ? 
e As in the caſe of Selkirk, the Lords of Seſſion enter- 
< tained a doubt, whether they had juriſdiction to take 
6s up this matter; therefore (argued the petitioners) if 
ct the 


TS. UV 


| 2 
« the juriſdiction does not lie with this Court, 8 


% no where, and a remedy will be altogether wn 
The defenders feeling the force of this 


te deavoured to remove it, by ſhewing ſach a jurifdie” "4 
ec tion to ſubſiſt, and to have been exerciſed in the Con- : 


vent ion of Royal Burghs. I have looked into te 
* 477 of Parliament concerning the Convention, and” 
neither in them, nor any where elſe, can find a Ae. 


e word giving, or ſeeming to give, this juriſdittion we 
* Cnvention. Traffic and police, and matters relating 


© to them, were placed within their cognizance, but ho » | 


* judicative power to determine any thing what ſoever. 
Indeed, for the examination and control of the ex- 
« penditure of Borough Revenues, no judicature couli 
&« be conceived more improper than this of the Convention; 
a dody appointed by the very Magiſtrates, whoſe 
conduct they were to review, ffuctuat ing and · un- 
et certain, without any ſummons, proceſs, proper 


« officer, or any other requiſite for executing fuch 2 


« Rn. 


Six JOHN DALRYMPLE. 


« AS to the Convention, here again it muſt be 
* aſked, on which fide does the public good lie? Let 
« us conſider the conſtitution of the Convention of 
«< Royal Bo The Magiſtrates ſend the Mem- 
« hers; and Ma body made up of the defaulters them- 
e ſelves to try theſe defaulters? For all the acts and 
© commiſſions proceed upon a narrative of the malver- 
« fationof the Magi/tratez, No trace of this power of 

« the 
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Fes 


= I, 
— is to be found either in the an 
oe in this books of the common law of Scotland. From 
= the opinion of Duncan Forbes, and James Graham, 
« read by my Lord Advocate, it appeared that there 
' «had been two acts of Convention, one in 1670, and 
4 che other in 1706 : by the firſt it was declared, that 
«q between Burgh and Burgeſs ſhould be de- 
ed by the Convention, and without appeal; 
ﬆ« by the ſecond it was declared, that the Convention 
« ſhould have the power of mediating between Burgh 
6 and Burgeſs in public concerns, and whoſoever did 
« not ſubmit to that mediation, was to be held a breaker 
« of the peace of Burghs, a contemner of the autho- 
cc rity of Convention, and fined; which two acts ſhew, 
« that the juriſdiction of the Convention was private, 
of conſent, of prorogation, ſelf-created, and illegal.” 


In theſe words the Lord Chief Baron and Sir 
John Dalrymple, expreſſed their opinions of the ju- 
riſdĩction claimed by the Convention of Boroughs; and 
with their opinions, on this point, * the other — 
rons agreed. | 


Sir John Dalrymple farther added, « I ſhall by 
« out of the queſtion two ſpecialities, which were 
« mentioned by the Counſel for the defenders, to 
< wit, its being a branch of a viſionary gRefarm, and 
« an engine of party in the petitioners. I will 
« confeſs myſelf a friend to Reform. , If no Re- 
form, no reformation, no revolution; your | Lord- 
« ſhips would not have been fitting here as 


F 6 Judges, 


( 42 ) * 


« Judges, but as — 
« the mandates of deſpotiſm. As to perty, ABhayW 3 
« mitation to one year's accounts takes off that i 


cc tation from the petitioners. But if they had no 7 


c made any ſuch reſtriction, I would m_ 


ic regard to the imputation. When a party . 


C their conduct to a bad purpoſe, I call it 


« when to a good purpoſe, ſuch as this, = i Þ 
* public ſpirit. As to party in general, although ijt 
« has been faſhionable to decry it, it appears to m 
cc neceſſary to the freedom and conſtitution of this 


« country; and I will venture to prophecy, that 
« when this good old Whig Lady Party dies, the li- 
A will he buried in her 


I will now conſder the abſtract queſtion : © Does 


ec the juriſdiction to control the Burghs lie with this 
« Court? It is firſt to be inquired on which fide lies 
cc the public good; for the preſumption is, that the 
« law meant that which is for the public good, and 
cc not that which is againſt it—If there be no control, 
c the following conſequences from the diffipation of 
«© the Corporation funds follow—conſequences evi- 
cc dently ſeen in Scotland the harbours are not re- 


cc paired, —hence trade is hurt water is not con- 


< ducted into the towns—the pipes and wells go to 

4 ruin—plenty of wine for the rulers, but no water 
« for the people—hence manufactures ſuffer — No 
« funds to ſupport offices of police - hence no po- 
« lice. The churches fall into diſrepair — hence the 
© intevaſis of reſigios fuller. To ſupply the poverty 
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405 —— OF yiet wat de gre, + that 
' upon Scotland ; that double exciſe on a 


12 {or not SK"to pay one exerciſe. Hence 
17 |  , — chang All theſe evils I, per- 


© Taps, feel more ftrongly from having travelled 
1 * in foreign entries There it muſt always 


how much the proſperity of 


3 entry, in genera], keeps pace with that of the 


Fm. Where the towns are thriving, the coun- 
© try flouriſhes ; where the towns are in a declin- 
« ing ſtate, the country is dejected and diſtreſt. 
« There is a temptation to waſte and diſſipate the property 
* of Burghs, "which daes not ſubfi/t with regard to the 
« property of individuals. The property of the, firſt 
« pes to ſucceſſors in. office, in whom men do not feel the 
& ſame intereſts as for their deſcendants or heirs,” 
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Law. TAX, or King's Sublidy, 
by the tent roll on Aberdeen, when the L. 


England is 48. in the pound, is, 838 


nn 4 5 


£ — 
Clerk's ſala - - = = 
Two new books 206., ditto for ſumming 
= }2_ 
Four quarter officers e 
Attendant on the taxes - = = 
—= - - 
Printer * 
. 
though it has been collected in the 


ſtreets, and lamps, at 151. 20 I. 251. 
and 3ol. per annum, diſcount, from 
the total ſum of the taxation book, 
when expoſed to public roup, and un- 
_ doubted ſecurity found, - = 
Add to this, the collector had formerly 
no accommodation at the Town 
Houſe, where the money is now col- 


courſe of the laſt 20 and 25 years, 
along with the Borough taxes for wells, 
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in place of the before-mentioned ſum, which 
ſaſſicient to pay the ceſs and expences of col- 
the Board of taxes have aſſeſſed the citizens 
"76 for the laſt fix years in the following ſums: 


* Sum Total. Surplus. 
© 95778, at Is. 11d. per 


ts F 100l. on trade, heri- 


tage, &. . 685 16 63 134 2 8 
1779 at 28. Ditto 709 2 01 157 8 21 
1780 28. 1d. Ditto 743 46 191 10 8 
1781 28. id. Ditto 766 16 3 215 2 5 
1782 18. 10d. Ditto 688 10 63 136 16 104 
1783 28. Ditto 723 5 54 os 11 7 
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The following ſtatement ſhews the ſums collected 
for wells, ſtreets, and lamps, faid by the Magiſtrates 
to be impoſed by authority of head Courts, in the 
courſe of fix years, but which acts the Burgeſſes affirm 
were paſſed without any regular, previous intimation, 
and altogether without their particular knowledge or 

_ conſent. 


In 1778 369 4 © 
177% 367 19 0 
1760 356 6 © 
1781 359 1 © 
1782 355 10 0 
1783 360 3 0 

2179 3 0 


Reſpecting 


Reſpefiing the extra Payments for Land Tax, on 
Union downwards. 


THE only anſwer which the Council of abt 2 5 
have given to this charge is, that, © in 4 2 is 
.. 5 
« lation, which leaves, and always will leave, the * 
& ſult in their own power. In place. of beo 
* farplus land tax, they could by the ſame means, 
e and with equal eaſe, have made it up 100,0001.”— 
The truth is, that the Burgeſſes made the ſum neither 
more nor leſs than it appeared upon examination to be 
“ The examination,” ſay the Burgeſſes, in a Me- 
morial to the Council, 2 iſt September, 1786, was 
« conducted with all the accuracy poſſible, from the 
< period of the Union till the preſent time, ſtating 
&* the balances received from the citizens, after every 
charge for © laying on and in gathering” had been 
<« allowed; and, agreeable to the rule laid down by 
ce the Council, charging intereſt upon theſe balances, 
« by which the general balance againſt the Treaſury, 
ic and at thecredit of the citizens, is 44,000. ſterling.” 
| — The probable accuracy of this account will readily 
be admitted when the Burgeſſes refer to the above 
ſtatement, where the amount levied from the citizens 

above what the law authoriſed was 10061. 128. 53d. 

in the courſe of ſix years only, from 1778 to 1783 
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No. III. 


Junior, Baillie John Auldjo, Alexander Mitchell, 


4 er. Ad of Election of the Taxers of 


Aberdeen, 1785. 


Ar Aberdeen, the 22d day of October, * 


years, in preſence of the Provoſt, Baillies, and Town 
Council of Aberdcen. The faid day the Council did, 


and do hereby elect and appoint the following per- 
ſons, viz. Baillie John Copland, Baillie Alexander 


Black, James Maſſon, late treaſurer, Ninian John- 


ſton, William Duguid, ſenior, George More, Robert 


| Moir, Joſeph Sampſon, William Littlejohn, William 


Gibbon, James Gibbon, George Strachan Keith of 
Auquorſk, Patrick Duguid, George Auldjo, late dean 
of Guild, Thomas Bannerman, James Cruikſhank, 


James Allardice, dean of Guild, and James Hadden, 
treaſurer, all merchants in Aberdeen, Alexander Du- 
thie, advocate there, John Lamb, wright, and Adam 
Watt, baker, to be taxers and ſtent-maſters, for tax- 
ing and ſtenting the inhabitants of the ſaid Burgh, 
and freedom for their trade and heritage, from Mar- 


tinmaſs 1784, to Martinmaſs 1785, in the ſum of 


four hundred and eighty-ſeven pounds, fix ſhillings, 
and four pence ſterling, for His Majeſty's ſubſidy, due 
and payable by this Burgh, upon the 24th of June, 
29th of September, and 25th of December, 1785 

years, 
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years, and 25th of March next, 1786, c 


the rules and regulations already eſtabliſhed ; ; and} 21 


for taxing and ſtenting the inhabitants of the 7 
Burgh for the ſupport of the public wells, 


cour/e, and fountains, from Whitſunday laſt,to White. 


ſunday next, in the following ſums of money, 
one hundred and fifty- five pounds, eight ſhillings as 
four pence ſterling, for the intereſt of the debt 
| tracted, and ſtill due by the town, on account of the. 


ſaid wells and water courſe; twenty-five „ *2 
ſterling, as the yearly ſalary payable to the overſeer 


of the ſaid wells, and twelve pounds ten ſhillings 


the public lamps for the faid year, from Whitſunday 


laſt to Whitſunday next, agreeable to former acts of 


Council and Head Court, particularly conform to an 
act of Head Court, of date the 26th of September 
| 1769, by which the ſaid taxation on wells and 


is appointed thereafter to be joined in one branch, 


and the maximum of taxation of any one perſon 
therefore is ordained to be twelve ſhillings ſterling : 
and laſtly, for taxing the inhabitants of ſaid Burgh 
in the ſum of fifty pounds ſterling, for repairing the 


public ſtreets, for the forefaid year, to be levied and 


collected along with the faid taxation on wells and 
lamps, in terms of an act of council and head-court, 


of date the 23d and 24th of September 1776, by. 


which the maximum to be ſtented upon any one per- 
ſon for ſtreets, is appointed not to exceed five ſhillings 
ſterling ; and all the aforeſaid ſums, fo to be ſtented 
and taxed for, to be by and attour the charge and ex- 

| pence 


ſterling, for payment of part of the ſtock of ſaid 
debt; and likewiſe for the ſupport and maintenance of 


EY . 
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4a T laying on, levying, and 1 thereof, 
* = to be proportioned upon the king's ſubſidy, 
4 the ſtreet, water, and light monies aforemen- 
4 to be allo taxed for, along with the faid 
2 Mn itſelf : and did and do hereby ordain the faid 
when ſo taxed and ſtented, to be paid in to 
en hes Hadden, treaſurer of Aberdeen, and 
 alFaxefution neceſſary to paſs thereon at his inſtance, 
againſt the whole perſons liable in payment of the 
fe; for all which, theſe preſents ſhall be fufficient 
warrant for that effect. 
Extracted from the council regiſter by 


ALEXR, CARNEGIE. 


No. IV. 


5 of Council dals the Taxers of Arden 
234 Ofteber 1786. 


Ar Aberdeen, the twenty-third day of October, 
ſeventeen hundred and eighty fix, in preſence of the 
Magiſtrates and Town Council of Aberdeen. The 


John Copland, Baillie George Auldjo, Andrew Allar- 


—— AG 


Allardyce, late dean of — *. "Halen, ke 
treaſure, Ninian Johnſton, Robert Moir, Peter Daw = 
guid, Alexander Mitchel!, Baillie George 4 
Charles Farquharſon, Charles Walker, and . 
Leys, all merchants in Aberdeen, George n 

Keith of Auquhorſk, Alexander Duthie, and David 


"0 8 


Morice, junior, advocates in Aberdeen, Captyin, 2 114 


Gibbon, ſhipmaſter there, Deacon Archibald Reid, 
baker, and Deacon James Meldrum, ſhoemaker there, 
to be taxers and ſtentmaſters, for taxing and ſtenudg 
the inhabitants of the ſaid borough and freedom, for © 
their trade and heritage, from Martinmaſs ſeventeen 
hundred and eighty five, to Martinmaſs ſeventeen hun- 
dred and eighty fix, in the ſum of four hundred and 
eighty-ſeven pounds, fix ſhilling and four pence ſter- + 
ling, for His Majeſty's ſubſidy, due and payable by 
this Burgh upon the twenty fourth of June, 
twenty ninth of September, and twenty fifth of De- 
cember ſeventeen hundred and eighty fix years, and 
twenty fifth of March next 1987, conform to the 
rules and regulations already eſtabliſhed ; and alſo 
for taxing and ftenting the inhabitants of the ſaid 
Burgh, for the ſupport of the public wells, water 
courſe and fountains, from Whitſunday laſt to 
Whitſunday next, in the following ſums of money, 
viz. one hundred and fifty-four pounds fifteen ſhil- 
lings and ten pence ſterling, for the intereſt of the 
debt contracted, and ftill due by the town, on 


account of the ſaid wells and water courſe; twenty- 
five pounds ſterling, as the yearly ſalary payable to 
the overſeer of the ſaid wells; and twelve pounds, 
ten ſhillings ſterling, for payment of part of the 
ſtock of ſaid debt: and likewiſe for the ſupport and 
we” main · 


* 
* 


: a: : 4 _ 
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_ - ee of the public lamps for the ſaid year, 
4 1 [Whitſunday laſt to Whitſunday next, agreeable 
former acts of Council and Head Court, particu- 
& 1 Court, of date the 
of September 1769, by which the ſaid taxation 
| wells and lamps is appointed thereafter to be Joined 
2 in doe branch, and the maximum of taxation of any 
3 che perſon therefore is ordained to be twelve ſhillings 
in: and laſtly, for taxing the inhabitants of the 
Fill Burgh in the ſum of fifty pounds ſterling, for 
repairing the public ftreets for the aforeſaid year, to 
de levied and collected along with the ſaid taxation on 
wells and lamps, in terms of the act of Council and 
Head Court, of date the 23d and 24th of September 
15776, by which the: maximum to be ſtented upon any 
done perſon for ſtreets, is appointed not to exceed five 
ſhillings ſterling ; and all the foreſaid ſums ſo to be 
ſtented and taxed for, to be by and attour the charge 
and expence of laying on, levying, aud collecting 
thereof, to be taxed for, along with the ſaid taxation 
itſelf, and which the Council enjoin, hall not exceed 
one hundred pounds flerline, at moſt, agreeable to an 
act of Council of their predeceſſors, of date the 
twenty fourth of May laſt, and ordain the faid taxa- 
| tion, when fo taxed, and ſtented, to be paid in to the 
| _ ſaid George More, treaſurer of Aberdeen, and all 
execution neceſſary to paſs thereon at his inſtance 
againſt the whole perſons liable in payment of the 
ſame ; for all which theſe preſents ſhall be ſufficient 
warrant to that effet. Extrated from the Council 
regiſter of the 2 Aberdeen by 
(Signed) ALEXR. CARNEGIE. 


G 2 Theſe 


. 


r 9 


OF wv = * 3 Q 1 v 


—_ 4 
. 


8 


* 2 - \ 
4 . . 7 - = 8 


Theſe acts ſhew, that the Council of Aberdeen | 
only elect the taxers, chiefly of their own body 
immediate connections, but that they inſtruct in 
ſpecific amount of every ſum to be levied unn 
citizens; and above all, as an inſtance of their 
maderation, direct them to aſſeſs for a ſum wot 
100]. ſterling, as the expence of levying and e Wh. > 
ing the land tax = - . £- 487 6. 
And taxes for ſtreets, water, and lamps, _—_ 
impoſed by their own authority 35 0 0 «Y 


. 837 6 4, A 
although the whole i is to be collected in one week, 
under the terror of ſoldiers being quartered in the * 1 
| houſes of the inhabitants See advertiſement of the + 
Magiſtrates of Aberdeen, 20th of May, 1788, in Ob- 
ſervations of the Delegates on State of Facts—Ap- 
pendix, page 9.——Ot theſe taxes, 1541. 15s. 10d. 
« js ſaid to be for the intereſt of the debt contracted, 
ec and ſtill due by the town, on account of the wells 
« and water courſe;” but which ſum the citizens 
| find, upon examination, was extinguiſhed, and a ſur- 

plus drawn from them to the amount of 5000l. fter- 
ling -U pon this ſubject the citizens preſented a Me- 
morial to the Council the 21ſt of September, 1786, 
but no anſwer was given to it.—Thus the Magiſtrates 
of Boroughs not only conſider themſclves as not liable 
to account to the citizens for the common property 
of the community, but when the Burgeſſes prefume 
to remark upon the aſſeſſments impoſed by the Ma- 
giſtrates, and the expenditure of the fame, they are 
treated by theſe rulers with the moſt ſupeicilious 
neglect, | 


Upon 
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- Upon the ſubject of che extra levies in the name 
1 Cefs, the citizens of Aberdeen have preſented re- 


peated Memorials to the Council, and they have ex- 
preſſed themſelves, in conſequence of the inefficacy of 
"theſe Memorials, in the following manner: The 
„ abuſe of levying and collecting ſums of money 
dove the extent which is warranted by law, is cer- 
* tainly a grievance of a nature as aggravated as a 
<< free people can have to complain of. If the limits 
cc which the law has fixed are once overleaped, the 
& ſecurity againſt oppreſſion is utterly deſtroyed; for 
&« if the executors of a law take the liberty of efta- 
« bliſhing rules for themſelves, to be varied at diſ- 
de eretion, then we are no longer under the influence 
64 of the law, but under that of men, ſubject to a va- 
« riety of inclination and opinion, and to deciſions 
« the moſt fluctuating, arbitrary, and capricious.” — 
That theſe opinions are well founded, the inhabitants 
of Aberdeen know from deep experience. Part of the 
taxes which they pay annually have been ſhewn in the 
preceding Rate ; nor have they ever wiſhed to be ex- 
empted from taxes, if regularly laid on, and faithfully 
and uſefully applied. To propoſitions on this ſubject 
they have always met with inſult and neglect from 
their imperious rulers, It has been ſaid, that © more 
C taxes are paid by a dozen citizens, and a few com- 
“ panies, than by the whole of the pretended Re- 
« formers of Aberdeen.” — This is one of theſe 
bold, but groundleſs, affertions which the Magif- 
trates conſtantly have recourſe to.— It is moſt cer- 
tainly a bare-taced and palpable deception. The 
3 who approve of Reform in Aberdeen have 
èver 


( 54 ) — 
erer withed to avoid compariſons; but they p 
edly are entitled to fay, that they pay a propestion of . 
taxes, equal, in many inſtances far above, the greatet 
part of thoſe who have been in Council for the laſt-... 
twenty years. Indeed there are very few mercantils * | 
companies in Aberdeen, of which the gentlemen con- 
nected with Reform, are not members The Banking 
Company, the great Prent field Company, the Brewery 
Companies, and the Shipping Companies, can produce 
partners from among theſe gentlemen—and-the Magiſ= * $Þ 
trates well know, that the meaſure of Reform is very 4 
generally, and very cordially approved of in Aber- 
ceen. With reſpect to the revenue of the town, i 
may be juſt neceſſary to ſay, that, in 1756, it was 
1102 l. 128. 31d. that by the induſtry and ſpirit of 
the citizens in improving the commons in the vici- 
nity of the town, and other combining circumſtances, 
it had riſen in 1785 to 18831. 168. 7d. Yet al- 
though the inhabitants have borne the whole weight 
of every tax for police, and have ſubmitted to an ad- 
ditional tax on their trade tor the improvement of the 
harbour of 500l. a year, and have readily aſſiſted in 
every occaſional improvement, the debt of the Com- 
munity has increaſed to 22,333). 148. 7d. Theſe 
facts require no commentary. 


ReſpeAing the power which the Magiſtrates have 
exerciſed in raifing the dues of admitting Burgeſſes, 
they have ſaid, in apology, * that the chief Boroughs 
_ © in the kingdom have adopted that meaſure; whereas 
&« the rates of Aberdeen continued the ſame for one 
* hundred and fifty years.” Whatever there may tg . 
| | nm 
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1 fair to have ackwow> 
ber theſe dues were raiſed double, 


ber ae Aberdeen than in any ocher Bo- 
4 * + Sc Edinburgh and Glaſgow not ex- 
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p © Abe ding the battery, one ſentence more may be 
1 | meceſſary—*< It is ſaid, on the gar of he — 


|E - . body to | have 3 protected by proper 
. 7 „ works.” This is one of the bold aſſertions which 
© have been already taken notice of. The merchants 
and ſhip-owners never conceived that the harbour 
funds were to be affected by this expence. If the 
battery had been deemed indiſpenſably neceſſary, they 
would have readily furniſhed any ſum needful — but 
that it ſhould have coſt half the money laid out upon 
it, has raiſed the aſtoniſhment of every inhabitant of 
Aberdeen. 


As to its © protection, it is well known that the 
Liberty Privateer, the only veſſel ever in danger under 
its guns, was captured by the enemy in ſight of the 
whole inhabitants. The improvement of the har- 
bour has been ſpoken of in high terms of commen- 
dation by the Magiſtrates, who take great praiſe to 
themſelves on that account What it is, and what it 
ſhould have been, with the expence laid out upon it 
from the pockets of the citizens, the merchants ard 
ſhip-owners well know. They know with great 
certainty, that a veſſel from London, or any out port, 
ſhall 
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